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Application Questions: UIDP Industry-Integrated PhD (I-PhD) Scholars Program
As of August 12, 2026

This document is provided as a working version of the UIDP I-PhD Scholars Program application to support collaboration and internal coordination among university-industry partners. It includes the questions that appear in the online application form. All final applications must be submitted through the program's online application portal. Completion of this document does not constitute submission of an application to UIDP.


Introduction
The UIDP Industry-Integrated PhD (I-PhD) Scholars Program is a U.S. pilot designed to integrate industry-engaged research into the core PhD dissertation experience. The program enables university-industry partnerships, with additional funding from the U.S. National Science Foundation, to jointly invest in STEM PhD students through a structured multi-year model.
UIDP invites university-industry partnerships interested in participating in the UIDP I-PhD Scholars Program to submit an application for consideration for the Fall 2026 or subsequent cohorts.
Submission of an application is nonbinding and does not require a financial commitment.
Each university-industry partnership should submit a single joint application. The application may be completed by either the university or industry representative, provided they are authorized to submit it on behalf of both organizations.
UIDP will share information about this application with the university’s designated Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR) and any additional contacts identified in the application. If either the university or industry partner is a UIDP member, UIDP will also notify that organization’s primary UIDP representative that the application has been received.
Please note that this application is for university-industry partnerships only. Individual PhD students are not eligible to apply directly and will be identified by participating partnerships following acceptance into the program.
The application process is intended to help UIDP understand organizational readiness and alignment with the goals and structure of the program. It is not designed as a traditional competitive scientific review process, and UIDP does not evaluate the scientific merit of individual research projects. Detailed technical information is not required; UIDP will confirm only that proposed activities broadly align with STEM fields supported through the program, including STEM education.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. UIDP will seek balanced representation across scientific disciplines, national and regional priority areas, geographic regions, and institutional types.
If you have questions about the application process, please refer to the program guide or reach out to 
i-phd@uidp.net.


Applicant Information

UIDP will use this information for questions or follow-up related to the application submission.

First Name:
Last Name:
Organization:
Professional Title:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Optional): 
☐ I confirm that I am authorized to submit this joint application on behalf of my organization and the proposed partner organization.


University Information

University Name:
Anticipated Participating College, School, or Department:

Please provide information for the university point of contact. UIDP will use this information to coordinate potential program participation.

First Name:
Last Name:
Professional Title:
Email Address:

Information regarding this application will be shared with an Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR) for the university. Please provide the AOR’s contact information below.

		First Name:
		Last Name:
		Professional Title:
		Email Address:

Additional University Contacts 
(Optional) Please provide the name and contact information of any additional university representatives who should receive information regarding this application.

(Optional) Is there anything else you would like UIDP to know regarding the university information provided above?


Industry Information

	Organization Name:
	Industry Sector: 

Please provide information for the industry point of contact. UIDP will use this information to coordinate potential program participation.

First Name:
Last Name:
Professional Title:
Email Address:

Additional Industry Contacts
(Optional) Please provide the name and contact information of any additional industry representatives who should receive information regarding this application.

(Optional) Is there anything else you would like UIDP to know regarding the industry information provided above? 


Partnership Information

Please briefly describe the anticipated collaboration and why the partnership is interested in participating in the program. Detailed technical information is not required; applications will not be reviewed for scientific merit.

Is this proposal based on a new or existing university-industry collaboration?
	☐ New Collaboration 
	☐ Existing Collaboration

What is the primary discipline or general research area associated with the proposed collaboration?
	☐ Chemistry
	☐ Computer and Information Sciences and Engineering 
	☐ Engineering
	☐ Geosciences 
	☐ Life Sciences 
	☐ Materials Research 
	☐ Mathematical Sciences 
	☐ Physics and Astronomy 
	☐ Psychology 
	☐ Social Sciences 
	☐ STEM Education and Learning Research

(Optional) Is there anything else you would like UIDP to know regarding the partnership information provided above? 

☐Both organizations have discussed potential participation and believe they could move forward with program onboarding if selected. 
 

Program Participation and Readiness

Approximately how many students might the partnership anticipate supporting through the program? (If known)

Which of the following best describes the anticipated entry point for the student(s) supported through your partnership? (Select all that apply)
☐ First-year PhD student beginning Fall 2026 
☐ Second-year PhD student beginning Fall 2026 
☐ First-year PhD student beginning Fall 2027 
☐ Second-year PhD student beginning Fall 2027 
☐ Undetermined


How does the partnership anticipate structuring the student’s industry-based research experience?
 	☐ Multiple shorter placements 
 	☐ One extended placement 
  	☐ A combination of shorter and longer placements 
 	☐  Undetermined 

☐ We understand that student selection and mentor identification are joint responsibilities of the university and industry partner. 

☐ We understand that participation in the program includes expectations for sustained joint academic and industry mentorship, including development and ongoing use of an Individual Development Plan (IDP).


Program Requirements and Acknowledgments 

	Program Frameworks 
☐ We understand that final participation in the program will require the university and industry partner to certify to UIDP that key program frameworks have been mutually defined and documented, as outlined in the program materials.

	Intellectual Property 
☐ We understand that participating partners will be required to establish agreements addressing intellectual property, confidentiality, publication, and related considerations prior to formal program participation.
☐ We understand that intellectual property terms are negotiated independently by the university and industry partner and are not prescribed by the program.

	Funding Structure 
☐ We understand the program funding structure described in the program materials, including the university-supported first year of doctoral funding and the minimum industry contribution expectations associated with participation in the program.

	Program Participation 
		☐ We are willing to participate in program cohort activities and convenings.
☐ We are willing to participate in program evaluation activities designed to inform program learning, refinement, and potential future scaling.

	Submission Confirmation 
☐ I certify that the information provided in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
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