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New Models for Engaging
Graduate Students: The
Elevator Pitch Competition
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PPG and Penn State University: a Model for

Industry/Academic Engagement

New Models for Engaging Graduate Students
* Several modes of engagement

— Sponsored Research
— Analytical facilities usage
— Graduate Fellowships

— Undergraduate internship program

— Advisory board participation

— In resident programs
— Materials Day program

— Elevator pitch competition
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The Pitch Competition
New Models for Engaging Graduate Students

* 45 Graduate students from STEM Colleges
Evaluation Criteria

* Two minutes to pitch graduate research Big Picture

* Training provided by Penn State © Structure & Clarity

Use of technology

— Everybody Needs a Elevator Pitch (Business Focus)
Passion

— Effective Presentation Skills for Elevator Pitches - Pace
(Communications Focus)

N Strengthening
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The Elevator Pitch Competition
New Models for Engaging Graduate Students

* Student Benefits

— Concise summarization skills, speaking skills, soft skills, critical consideration
of research, and a monetary reward

* Industry Benefits

— Exposure to new technologies/faculty members and techniques throughout
the University

— Quick assessment of candidate skills that are key to industry today

— Branding and recruitment

N Strengthening
‘ ’ University-Industry
Partnerships
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YOU!

Nathan Silvernail, Ph.D.
PPG
nsilvernail@ppg.com




CORTEVA

@ agriscience

- \ 4 &
’$> - 5 :A'-‘
- Vo >
P e = 2
- / /
Vg
V.

“Theronly major.dgriscience company.
“completely*dedicated to agriculture
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R&D Academic
Engagement
Marlin Rice, PhD

Academic Engagement Lead

Jason Rauscher, PhD
Academic Relations Manager

Providing Corteva R&D with the leadership and
support to build strong relationships with the
academic scientific community, facilitating
talent recruitment, employee development,
knowledge exchange, and collaboration.

* R&D Internship Program

* Grants and Sponsorships

* New Frontiers in Applied Science
Conference Series

« Plant Sciences Symposia Series




Plant Sciences
Symposia Series

* Corteva-sponsored global
program of scientific
symposiq; initiated and
organized by graduate
students

* Innovative high-impact
/ model for industry support
v /‘ of graduate education

REACHING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PLANT SCIENTISTS SINCE 2008
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Plant Sciences Symposia Series

Europe

Asia-Pacific

>155 symposia
>60 institutions
16 countries

Africa

2008: single symposium at University of
Minnesota; now: 30-35 events per year

University of Minnesota
University of Wisconsin
Cornell University
University of California Davis
University of Nebraska

lowa State University

Texas A&M University
Purdue University
University of lllinois
University of California Berkeley
University of Florida
Colorado State University
University of Georgia
Washington State University
University of Missouri
University of Guelph
CIMMYT, Mexico

American Society of Agronomy
Sorghum ICNA

University of Hawaii
University of Manitoba

The Ohio State University
Clemson University
Wheat-CAP

Tennessee State University
Michigan State University

Federal University of Vigosa

Federal University of Lavras

CIAT, Colombia

University of Sao Paulo Piracicaba
Federal University of Brasilia
Brazilian Plant Breeding Congress
University of Norte Fluminense
Embrapa Arroz e Feijao

Pontifical Catholic University of Chile
Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul
Federal University of Goids

North-West University
University of Pretoria
SAPB Symposium

SA Soc Plant Pathology
Makerere University

Wageningen University
University of Hohenheim
AgroParisTech/Paris-Sud
University of Edinburgh
Technical U Munich

Huazhong Ag University
Northwest AAF University
Shandong Ag University
Sichuan Ag University
Henan Ag University
JAAS, Changchun

China Ag University

IRRI, Philippines

Punjab Ag University
University of Bangalore
PJT State Ag University
IARI

ICRISAT

Tamil Nadu Ag University

University of Queensland/TropAg
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7] Foresight 2020:
2020 Texas A&M Plant Breeding Symposium
Event Schedule

Thursday February 20,2020

7:00 Registration Opens

7:30 Poster Judging
Opening Remarks by Dr. Jason Rauscher - Corteva Agriscience
£15 Dr. Alan Chambers University of Florida
5es‘a\‘|'\e Dr. Gerald de 1a Fuente Sesaco Corporation
b[eedeh
Gesacto cor?

10:18 Coffee Break #1
10:30 Rapid Oral - TAMU Scholars
Catherine Danmaigond Clement
Jorge Luls Valenzueld Antelo

Cynthia Slas

11:00 Rapid Oal - Travel Scholars
Ryan “I‘)’l‘lLSﬂl\ll‘lollm Oklahoma State University

Melike € frak - Oregon State University

Nathaniel Burner North Carolina State University
11:30 Poster Viewmng
12:00 Lanc h
1:00 Dr. Elliot Heffuer Corteva Agriscience
2:00 Dr. Tsabel Vales Texas A&M University
3.00 Coffee Break #2
315 b William Tracy - University
4:15 Closing Remarks
4:25 Adjournment
6:00 Social & Award Ceremony

Comer Bar & Gnll
401 University Drive
College Stauoi. TX 77840

please join uUs on Friday. February 215t at 12:00 PM for @ Q&A session with our spf
Plant preeding Circle, HeepP Center 440

keynote speakers
graduate student,
talks, poster sessions
and networking |
opportunities

155 evgnts since 2008
X estimated up to
0,000 participants




Plant Sciences Symposia Series

Learning

haa}
“

Networking

Careers

Soft Skills

I;f;\‘\

Enhance graduate
education by
providing students
with exposure to
relevant, cutting edge
science

Build and strengthen
networks between
students and
established scientists,
other students around
the world

Expose students to a
wide range of public
and private-sector
career opportunities in
agriculture and plant
sciences

Provide opportunities
to build leadership,
teamwork,
organizational and
management skills

To empower and support future plant scientists




Student empowerment:

since 2008, hundreds of

Symposium organizers
have participated




Private industry participation

Corteva R&D speakers

participation from other
companies, including competitors,
as speakers, attendees and
sponsors is encouraged

opportunity to explore career
paths in industry, build networking,
participate in open conversations

m Corteva
Public

m Other Industry m University
m CGIAR m Non-Profit
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Plant Sciences Symposia Series

Outcomes have included
initiation of new graduate
student organizations

2020 PSSS Student Adwsory Council

PLANT SCIENGE

Home Symposia Events NWHH
ABOUT US

Pl t Sci C ncil at the Ul Ity of Florida is frm ed by graduate and undergraduate students
dylg I d n plan nce r rch and extension

PI t Scien C I h elps t d elo p l d hp kIII f UF tudents by el raging them to
p cipate in pro f nal activ suc organizing e d t le d seminar and workshop
s. Bes d , It I explor d promotes a d mic d r resources to help students gain

managerial and out of syllabus experlence.

U Florida Plant Science Council

k. FUGEM . GEx . GENN lul'i‘“‘

Intergen:

Brazilian Student

Y

Organization

- 2020 -



Plant Sciences Symposia Series

has had a profound

impact on both :

academia and industry,
including the PSSS
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STUDENTS

Plant Sciences Symposia Series

Student Advisory Council Hosts
Virtual Plant-Breeding Symposium

By Austin Dobbel paret Kr
Pucci, Tabare Abadie, and Jason R

ince 2008, Corteva Agriscience has sponsored more
than 150 Plant Sciences Symposia Series (PSSS] events
at more than 60 universities and research centers in
16 countries around the world. Through this program,
graduate students are given the means by which to plan, orga-
nize, and host scientific conferences of interest to them. These
events pro\ude educational opponunmes(hal bulld agricul-
bety

tural scientific literacy, fo

students and top scientists lrom both the public and private
sectors, and expose students to a diversity of potential careers
in plant sci https://bit ly/2MHnitu) lyas valuable
asthe eventitselfis the unig ity provided d

who participate in the organizing committees to enhance their
skills in organization, leadership, and teamwork.

Several innovations have been implemented through the
years to further the impact of the Plant Sciences Symposia
Series and encourage additional collaboration and networking
among smdems at different universities. Eumples include the

fps: the

ha McConaughy, Ammani Kyanam, Matt Breitzman, Gustavo
auscher, Plant Sciences Symposia Series Student Advisory Council

2020 PSSS Student Advisory Council

Figure 1. Plant Sclences Symposia Series Student Advisory Council

wiorld, and funding of student travel grant: ross-in-
stitutional icipation. A recent il ion has been the PSSS

first-ever virtual plant sclences
symposium. T upmm Margaret Krause, Ammanl Kyanam, and Matt
Breftzman. Bottom {1 to r): Austin Dobbels, Samantha McConaughy.,
and Gustavo Pucd.

SludevalsoryCoun(d [hgure 1), whichwas initiated in 2019

and( i g pi i fduﬂerem
inthe PS! rk. Each it

cild Aladesti sl aass e Sy

at their own institutions. Council members contribute to the
global program by helping with the decision-making processes
lhalsuppoﬂ ts long-term |mprovememandms«amablluy This

Responding to the COVID-19
Disruption

Recemly the PSS Student Advisory Council was tasked with

of social med for inthe NanlSclen(esSymposlaSenes

the series, support for inter-institutional sharing of schedul OVID Lik scientific

dge and it ions for best prac-  conferences around the world this year, PSSS events have been

tices on organizing these events, and facilitation o[mleracuoﬂs impacted by (he need to social distance and isolate at home.

and ing among grad d partneri Student organi ittees were suddenly forced to make
Jufy 2020
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ciences Symposia Series

Plant Sciences Symposia Series
Student Advisory Council

\V{ RTUAL SYM POSI UM
Y% ./, INTERGEN

SESSION‘ 1 - GENOTYPE X ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION

9:45 AM - 2:00 PM CST
14:15 - 14:55 (BRT): Natalia de Leon (University of Wisconsin-Madison)
15:05 - 15:45 (BRT): Fred Van Eeuwiik (Wageningen University)

P LA N T B R E E D I N G s b SESSION 2 - S%]EEIXﬁS?A%IIE)E%ICSE#gESEéEg %
rﬁ'g‘l'; ESC'I'TIIQVYE 58:: = S T e
ACADEMIA By

BY THE PLANT SCIENCES SYMPOSIA SERIES STUDENT SESSION 3 F PHENOMICS

14:15 - 14:55(BRT): Marion Limberger (Corteva Agriscience)
shll b el 15:05-15:45 (BRT): Roberto Fritsche Neto (ESALQ/USP)

SESSION'4 -~ GENE EDITING

16:30 —17:10 (BRT): Piero Barone (Corteva Agriscience)
17:20 - 18:00 (BRT): Elizabeth Pacheco Batista Fontes (UFV)

APRIL 24TH

PSSS-SAC Symposium:
>1000 participants, 65
countries; publication in
CSA News July 2020

i
g

i

Brazil: Intergen Virtual
Symposium: >200
participants

ol s

TEM . GEN - GENMELY
- 2020 -




Plant Sciences Symposia Series

agriscience

@ CORTEVA symposiaseries.corteva.com

Thank you!



