
1June 9, 2021 | The webinar will begin momentarily 



Audio
• If you have trouble connecting to audio with your computer, or if  you prefer to 

use your phone, select "Use Telephone" after joining the webinar and call in 
using: 

+1 (213) 929-4212
Access Code: 778-653-108
Webinar ID: 971-815-787

Polls & Questions
• Please submit your questions using the Questions tab on your screen

• A recording and slide deck will be available after the webinar is complete.

• In the event this webinar shuts off due to connection issues, do NOT close the 
webinar the window. The webinar room will reopen in just a couple of minutes.  

How to 
Participate

Webinar Logistics
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Disclaimer
UIDP materials, which include publications, webinars, videos, and 

presentations, reflect an amalgamation of the experiences and knowledge of 

those who participate in UIDP activities. The views and opinions expressed in 

UIDP materials do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any 

individual organization or the UIDP. At no time should any UIDP materials be 

used as a replacement for an individual organization’s policy, procedures, or 

legal counsel. UIDP is not a lobbying organization and UIDP materials are not 

intended to be used to influence government decisions.
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United States Innovation and 

Competition Act (USICA)

Academic Science and Security 

Provisions 

Leslee Gilbert, Vice President  

Van Scoyoc Associates 

June 9, 2021 



Three Focus Areas 

• Overarching Goal of USICA: U.S. Economic and Security 

Competitiveness in the World, Particularly with Respect 

to China

• Overarching concern: Information Security/National 

Security Threats, particularly with respect to China

• Secondary concern: Cultural Primacy/Threats to 

Freedom, Free Speech



Goals of Legislation

• Targeted Competitiveness with Certain Technologies, 

Closing the “Valley of Death”

• Protection of Supply Chains, Particularly with Respect 

to Critical Materials

• Cyber Threats, Particularly After Colonial Pipeline



USICA Controls:

Personnel 

• Controls on Talent Recruitment Programs (China, 

Russia, Iran, North Korea)

• Proposed Visa Restrictions (SAIA)—allows the 

government to deny visas



USICA Controls: 

Gifts/Payments 

• Section 117 Expansion of Reporting Threshold

• CFIUS Reporting (Sente Foreign Relations Committee 

vs. Banking Committee) on Critical Technologies



USICA Controls: 

Cultural Values/Free Speech 

• Confucius Institutes

• Other Broad Free Speech Measures



Outlook for Security Provisions as 

Legislation Moves Forward

• House Action on NSF/Department of 

Commerce/Department of Energy

• Timing for the Legislation



VSA Contact Information 

Leslee Gilbert 

lgilbert@vsadc.com

202-737-8163

mailto:lgilbert@vsadc.com


Q&A

GoToWebinar

Please submit your 
questions using the 
questions tab on your 
screen.
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UIDP is administrative partner, with core partners Big Ten 
Academic Alliance and EPSCoR IDeA Foundation
• Inclusive, multi-stakeholder organization 
• NSF-funded, five-year initiative

Get involved! 
• Become an ERVA Champion at www.erva.org
• Follow #ERVACommunity on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter

Help shape the future of engineering R&D

http://www.erva.org/


THANK 
YOU!

Please check your email and 
complete the survey so UIDP can 
better meet your needs.

14


