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Mental Health

NIH Funding Agency

Diabetes, Digestive and Kidney

Aging

Heart, Blood and Lung

Neurological Disorders and Stroke

General Medicine Sciences

Allergy and Infectious Diseases

Cancer Institute
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Pitt ranks 57 out of

135  universities 

with more than

$5mil in

Industry Sponsored 

Research

The Context
Greater industry collaboration can drive increased research impact

Pitt

A world class 

research 

institution

Overall NIH Funding Rank 8* 2020 data
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Identifying Opportunities

I N D U STRY P A R TNE R IN G AT P I T T

Opportunity 

for 

Increased 

Engagement

Industry

and

Market  
Needs

Pitt

Capability

and 

Expertise

Matching Pitt’s capabilities and research strengths to industry needs
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What we 

did

PEER BENCHMARKING

MARKET RESEARCH

INDUSTRY INTERVIEWS

DATA ANALYTICSFACULTY INTERVIEWS

An externally supported

study combining

industry and faculty

interviews, data

analytics, market

research and peer

benchmarking
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38%

15%

19%

16%

Anticancer

Anti-infectives

Immunology  

Cardiovascular

Respiratory

Other

Alimentary/  

Metabolic

Neurological

BIOPHARMACEUTICAL 

R&D PIPELINE
BY THERAPY GROUP*

INDUSTRY 

ANALYSIS

A majority of Life
Sciences industry R&D 

investment is made

in 4 therapy groups

*2020 data
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Oncology Platform Neurology Auto-

Immune

Anti-

Infective

Orphan/  

Rare

Series A Investment  

by Top Indications

(2020 - $ mil)

INDUSTRY 

ANALYSIS

Venture Capital

investment reflects 

similar priorities

to industry

$1,300

$1,200

$ 9 3 0

$ 2 2 8

$ 2 2 6

$150

*2020 data
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PITT 

ANALYSIS

Oncology

Neuroscience

Surgery

Neurology

Psychiatry

Critical Care

Cardiovascular

Molecular 

Biology

Respiratory

Immunology

PUBLICATION INTENSITY

Pitt top 10subject areas  

with higher -than -

average publication  

intensity and impact
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2

Robust industry 

collaboration is 

an important 

element in

driving research 

impact.

3

Oncology, 

neuroscience, 

ophthalmology and 

platform

technologies 

represent the best 

opportunities.

4

A partnering 

culture with 

supporting 

infrastructure is 

a key to success.

Key Takeaways

I N D U STRY P A R TNE R IN G AT P I T T

1

Pitt has a

substantial 

opportunity to 

increase industry 

collaboration.
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Industry Needs

• Best science in areas of interest

• Ease of engagement

• Flexible contracting terms

• Responsiveness

• Intellectual Property / Freedom 

to Operate

• Confidentiality

Matching Expectations

University Needs

• Common research interests

•A path to commercialization

•Academic freedom

• Publication flexibility

•Access to complimentary skill 
sets, tools and models
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Breakout Sessions



THANK YOU!

• Did you enjoy the session? Rate it in the Attendee Hub!

• You’ll receive a survey via email about UIDPConnect at the 
end of the week. Please give us your feedback.
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