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Claflin background



Claflin's Overview



$1 billion in annual research expenditures
Approximately 20% of Penn State R&D
expenditures are re-invested to support
research.

Penn State’s Interdisciplinary Institutes



Newly funded (2023) $17,417,000 state-
of-the-art research facility 
• 6 faculty in Chemistry
• 10 faculty in Biology
• 4/4 teaching load (3/3 Chemistry)
• Master of Science in Biotechnology
• Strengths in molecular sciences, 

biotechnology, microbiology, 
biosafety. 

• 10 state-of-the-art Shared Technology 
Facilities with unique lab rotation system

• 110 co-hired faculty researchers
• 33 Centers/Institutes
• 6 Intercollege PhD programs and one 

Master in Biotechnology program- 250 
PhD students advised by 330 faculty

• 6-8 fold ROI
• Impacting $290M annual research 

portfolio
• Robust training grant program

PSU-Huck Institutes of the Life SciencesClaflin University Chemistry & 
Biology



When is it due?  Next week?



The SUSTAIN-ERIs Model



Training

CU’s Stephon Void with PSU’s Neela Yennawar, X-ray Cristallography, October 13 & 14, 2022



Student visits

NCCU students visit, July 26, 2022CU students visit STEM Open House, October 13-15, 2022



Seminar speaker series 



EXPANDING OUR 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH 
MINORITY SERVING 
INSTITUTIONS

Huck, in collaboration with the SSRI, MRI, IEE, 
ICDS, CTSI, and the Penn State Cancer 
Institute, is offering a new interdisciplinary 
seed grant program aimed at developing new 
or leveraging existent strategic partnerships 
and alliances with Minority Serving 
Institutions (MSIs). 

Proposal submission deadline: May 8th, 2023
For more details:

PENN STATE INTER-INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERSHIPS FOR 
DIVERSIFYING RESEARCH (IPDR)



Pre-award support
PSU Strategic Interdisciplinary Research Office (SIRO) CU Sponsored Programs Office (SPO)

• Check list and create detailed timeline
• Templates for non-technical sections
• Design services (figures)
• Co-writing non-technical sections
• Editing proposal
• Budget support- write budget justification 
• PI/Co-PI documents – collection and 

corrections
• Compliance and submission

• Check list and provide final deadline
• NA
• NA
• NA
• NA
• Budget support - check for accuracy
• PI/Co-PI final documents
• Compliance and submission



• Provide business acumen in support of grant budgeting and management.
• Leverage new and existing sources of growth including through:

- business partnerships
- Materials Agreements (MTAs)
- fee-for-service
- licensing
- collaboration agreements 
- avenues tied to faculty start-ups and spin-outs. 

BUSINESS- Ensuring knowledge, growth 
and financial sustainability



- NSF HBCU-EiR Planning Grant proposal, Planning Grant for Excellence in Research: Rapid 
Detections and Surveillance of Biological Agents in Sewage Specimens, (Due May 8)

- Fayetteville State University’s NASA MUREP Precollege Summer Institute: Cutting-edge 
Technologies for Examining Climate Change (FSU-CTECC). Awarded (5 years)

- NIH Program Evaluation Capacity: NOT-GM-22-013 Enhancing Claflin University 
Biomedical and Behavioral Sciences Training Program Evaluation Capacity (Pending)

- NSF GRANTED Developing Long-Term, Sustainable Life Sciences Research Capacity at 
Emerging Research Institutions (SUSTAIN-ERIs) , Penn State and Claflin University 
(Pending)

- Sloan Foundation, Claflin University, Penn State and Fayetteville State University, Generation 
Z exchanges to negotiate power and relevance of co- cultural research environments at 
HBCUs and PWIs (not funded)

Recent/ongoing joint projects



• Matching done in research areas of 
common interest and strength 

• Focus on technical capabilities and 
training exchanges

• Test the waters- pilot (feasibility on all 
levels)

• Transfer of business (commercial) and 
grantsmanship know-how

• Commit funding
• Build parallel and joint capacity

BIG TAKEAWAYS



Contact: 
Dr. Nicholas J. Hill, nhill@claflin.edu

Dr. Camelia M. Kantor, ckantor@psu.edu

Thank you!


