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CLIENT NAME:

PROJECT LOCATION:

SIZE:

COMPLETION DATE (for “Built” submissions):

MARKET(S):

SERVICE(S):

DESIGN/PROJECT LEADER(S):

TEAM MEMBERS:

El Busesito Preschools

Valley Settlement

Glenwood Springs, CO

< 30,000 SF

9/01/2024

Education and Civic Markets

Planning, Casework Design, Interior Design, Environmental Graphics

Aileen Hernandez, Marisa Nemcik, Stacey Root, Caroline 
Snow and Chris Whitcomb

Aileen Hernandez, Marisa Nemcik, Stacey Root, Caroline 
Snow and Chris Whitcomb

































































CLIENT NAME:

PROJECT LOCATION:

SIZE:

COMPLETION DATE (for “Built” submissions):

MARKET(S):

SERVICE(S):

DESIGN/PROJECT LEADER(S):

TEAM MEMBERS:

Ehrman Crest Elementary & Middle School

Seneca Valley School District

2070 Ehrman Road, Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania

190,000 Gross SF, Site 150 Acres

2022

Education

Architecture, Interior Design

Mike Corb, Troy Hoggard, Jeremy Dwyer

Ekta Wali
Anne Fullenkamp, Childrens Museum of Pittsburgh 



When a school bus approaches a children’s 
museum, it shakes with anticipation and 
energy.  How can we make students that 
excited about school?

We teamed up with the Children’s Museum of 
Pittsburgh to create a new hybrid school that 
teaches Bravery, Community and Curiosity.

Prompt: Can an elementary school 
be as engaging as a children’s 
museum?



Site & Massing Strategies
Nature + Access = Bravery Group learning not corridors Building as Permanent exhibit

Quick site access 
for every student, 
both floors, all day 
long

Clusters of group 
project space 
outside every 
class 

Sun Dial Wall:
Use the building to 
teach key ideas 



Hill 1: Bus Que Hill 2: Bridge to site

Main Entry



Community Heart

This ‘heart’ 
also frames 
the Dining, 
Media Lab 
and Gym, 
forming a. 
Town Square

Kindergarten
Windows



KindergartenRamp in the morning as students assemble for the day

Community Heart



Outdoor play, and feats 
of daring

Media, Lab & Library

Security via 
Transparency and 
awareness

Finishes that 
measure & Display



Canopy lighting records 
the stars the month 
the school opened

Canopy columns give a 
structural quiz Transparent 

walls &
Mechanical 
rooms

Pegboards 
to curate, 
3D work

Corridors as open labs with 
power, data and plumbing



helix ramp A new hybrid 
school & 
museum to 
return the joy 
of ‘in-person’ 
learning, and 
expand what 
is expected of
our youngest 
communities.























































CannonDesign 
Research

“Research and the Built Environment: 
A Holistic Look at Sustainability and DEI”

April 11, 2024



THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, 
PLACE ATTACHMENT, 
& SOCIAL CAPITAL



INCLUSIVE 
ENVIRONMENTS 
ARE MORE 
SUSTAINABLE
This is because of…
Place attachment
Social capital





Inclusive environments are 
more sustainable because of

PLACE ATTACHMENT
SOCIAL CAPITAL



Actions Meanings

Physical Form

PLACE

Graphic adapted from “The Psychology of Place,” Canter, 1977

The emotional & cognitive bonds people form 
with their surroundings, 
including the meanings, memories, & feelings 
associated with a specific place.

PLACE ATTACHMENT



Resilient 
Communities

Environmental 
Consciousness

Civic
Engagement

When people feel connected to a place, they are more likely to engage with it, 
care for it, and contribute positively to its well-being. 

How does that manifest itself?



Inclusive environments are 
more sustainable because of

PLACE ATTACHMENT
SOCIAL CAPITAL



Graphic adapted from “Neighborhood Sense of Community and 
Social Capital: A Multi-Level Analysis,” Perkins & Long, 2002

COGNITION/TRUST SOCIAL BEHAVIOR

INFORMAL Trust in one’s 
neighbors (sense of 
community)

Mutual assistance and 
information sharing 
among neighbors 
(“neighboring 
behavior”)

FORMALLY 
ORGANIZED

Trust in the efficacy of 
organized collective 
action (empowerment)

Formal participation in 
community 
organizations (civic 
participation)

Four dimensions of social capital (Perkins & Long, 2002)

SOCIAL CAPITAL

In a specific community is a 
resource or function of the networks 
of relationships among people who 
live and work there, enabling that 
community to function effectively. It 
encompasses several key aspects 
such as collective efficacy, trust, and 
social engagement. When social 
capital is strong, a community can 
effectively channel its human energy 
to address challenges, enhance 
well-being, and create a sense of 
shared purpose.



ASPECTS OF SOCIAL CAPITAL IN COMMUNITIES

TRUST & SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT
Bonding – common social backgrounds
Bridging – different social backgrounds
Linking – organizations and systems

COLLECTIVE EFFICACY
People believe they can make a 
difference



Social capital plays a significant role in 
fostering sustainable communities by how it 
shapes community resilience and pro-
environmental behaviors. Potential 
mechanisms:
§ Norms around pro-environmental behaviors 

e.g., recycling, energy conservation, 
sustainable consumption, etc.

§ Participation & engagement in community 
events and environmental initiatives

§ Trust in others & institutions

SOCIAL CAPITAL & 
SUSTAINABILITY



HOW DOES DIVERSITY 
RELATE TO PLACE 
ATTACHMENT & SOCIAL 
CAPITAL FORMATION?
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SYSTEMIC 
DISCRIMINATION

Segregation
Exclusionary practices

CULTURE & 
LANGUAGE

Signage/wayfinding
“Acceptable” use of space

SAFETY CONCERNS Actual crime
Perceived crime

ECONOMIC 
DISPARITIES

Housing Access
Gentrification

HEALTH DISPARITIES
Environmental justice
Limited green space
Poor infrastructure

REPRESENTATION Visible diversity
Stereotypes

IDEOLOGIES, ROLES, 
& VALUES

Political 
Gendered

BARRIERS TO INCLUSION 



What’s next

FUTURE RESEARCH
TRANSLATION



DESIGN PROCESSES
Are high CQ built environments 
correlated with stronger place 
attachment & sustainability?

Razem, M. (2020). "Place Attachment and 
Sustainable Communities." Architecture_MPS 17.

SOCIAL ASPECTS OF SUSTAINABILITY
Is inclusive design of the built environment 
related to higher social capital & 
sustainability?

Rogers, S. H., et al. (2013) Social Capital and Walkability as Social 
Aspects of Sustainability. Sustainability 5, 3473-3483 DOI: 
10.3390/su5083473
Carmen, E., et al. (2022). "Building community resilience in a 
context of climate change: The role of social capital." Ambio 51(6): 
1371-1387.

EXAMINE LINKS FROM INCLUSIVE DESIGN, 
PLACE ATTACHMENT, 
& SOCIAL CAPITAL



What’s next

FUTURE RESEARCH
TRANSLATION



https://www.ancient-
origins.net/news-history-
archaeology/residents-upset-
greedy-elites-burned-teotihuacan-
002789

Residents 
upset with 
greedy elites 
burned
Teotihuacan



Ours

Theirs

USING 
RESEARCH 
TO INFORM 
DESIGNING 
FOR




